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LADY REBELS SNAP 
5-GAME LOSING SKID
See thedmonline.com 
for full coverage of 
last night’s victory over 
Vanderbilt in Oxford.  
READ SPORTS EDITOR JUSTIN 
DIAL’S EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 
WITH AD ROSS BJORK 
“I said it’s basically on a piece 
of paper. You were still there. 
I still have the goalpost from 
the Alabama game in my office; 
that’s not going away.”
SEE PAGE 7  
The number of reported 
sexual assaults of univer-
sity students in Oxford has 
increased five-fold since 
2008, according to crime 
reports from the University 
Police Department. Though 
the cause of the increase is 
not known, some officials 
say an increase in survi-
vors reporting the assaults 
and not just an increase in 
incidents contributed to the 
rise.
During the past 10 years, 
143 sexual assaults have 
been reported to UPD, with 
the highest rates on cam-
pus occurring at Crosby 
Hall and Stockard Hall.
“Our main focus is 
training to make sure that 
people know what their 
resources are on campus, 
that they can report to Title 
IX (or other resources),” 
Title IX Coordinator Honey 
Ussery said. “Seeing an 
increase in numbers is not 
necessarily a bad thing.”
The years of increased 
reporting coincide with a 
concerted effort to encour-
age dialogue about and 
end the stigma surround-
ing sexual assault. At the 
center of this effort is the 
student organization Reb-
els Against Sexual Assault, 
which was founded in 2015.
“I think the increase in 
reporting is good, and I 
think that’s because the 
university has been doing a 
lot trying to prevent sexual 
assault on campus and (be-
cause) the culture around 
reporting has improved,” 
RASA President Colleen 
Fay said.
The university’s process 
of promoting openness in 







SEE REPORTS PAGE 3
SEE BASEBALL PAGE 8
The end to the 2018 Ole 
Miss baseball season left a 
sour taste in fans’ mouths 
after the Rebels won the SEC 
tournament but failed to ad-
vance past their own regional. 
Ole Miss’s offense went cold, 
and Tennessee Tech moved 
on. A new chapter is set to be 
written. Key faces return, and 
newcomers look to establish 




With all three weekend 
starting pitchers from last 
season’s SEC tournament 
champions in the minor 
league baseball system, the 
Rebels will rely heavily on 
offense to carry the team until 
the new arms on the mound 
can acclimate. Six return-
ing hitters posted a batting 
average of .300 or better a 
season ago, led by senior Ryan 
Olenek who briefly flirted 
Keep a lid on it: Drive-thru daiquiris are here
For many college stu-
dents, the only thing better 
than a frozen daiquiri is a 
frozen daiquiri drive-thru.
Who Dat’s, a new a 
drive-thru daiquiri bar, 
opened Feb. 8 on Jackson 
Avenue within walking dis-
tance of campus.
“As of right now, we are 
all really excited about the 
place, from the support to 
the feedback — even the 
excitement and hustle in the 
staff,” Who Dat’s manager 
Tyler McKeithen said. “I 
want people in New Orleans 
hearing about this place.”
While the sale of daiquiris 
is not new for Oxford, this 
is the first drive-thru bar to 
come to town.
Drive-thru bars are legal 
due to a law defining open 
containers that was passed 
by the Mississippi State 
Legislature during the 2018 
session.
While the main purpose 
of the law was to establish 
punishments for people 
found to be in possession 
of an “open container” of 
alcohol in a vehicle or pub-
lic area, the law stated that 
city ordinances could not 
impose harsher restrictions 
than those detailed in state 
law.
The law established a 
formal definition for an 
“open container” of alcohol 
and what the punishments 
would be for having an 
open container of alcohol 
in a vehicle. Under the law, 
alcohol must be in a closed 
container in a vehicle and 
EMMA ROSE DAVIS-
THEDMNEWS@GMAIL.COM
SEE DAIQUIRIS PAGE 3
JOSHUA GOLLIHAR
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM






  PHOTO COURTESY: KATHERINE  BUTLER
Oxford’s first drive -thru daiquiri bar recently opened near campus on Jackson Avenue. 
No.10 Rebels open season in weekend series vs. Wright State
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OPINION
On Jan. 28, the Board of Al-
dermen unanimously passed a 
city ordinance banning the use 
of bed sheets to make signs. 
The reason? Last football sea-
son, some questionable signs 
were hung around town to 
show disdain for other teams. 
Most of these signs were made 
during “Bama Hate Week,” 
a week-long extravaganza of 
school spirit leading up to the 
Ole Miss vs. Alabama football 
game. 
Obviously, some of these 
signs were blatantly vul-
gar, such as one with sexual 
innuendos regarding Nick 
Saban’s daughter. But this 
new ordinance seems to target 
the wrong problem. The issue 
isn’t the materials used but the 
messages on the signs.
Then why ban bed sheets for 
signs? Because many college 
students use bed sheets to 
make signs poking fun at 
rival teams. Strong paper is 
expensive and can be time 
consuming if professionally 
printed. Paint and a bed sheet 
are cheap and easy to use. So, 
it is pretty clear to me that the 
Board of Aldermen is trying 
to limit the speech of college 
students. 
This new ordinance comes 
only months after the board 
passed an ordinance requiring 
bars to scan the IDs of patrons 
as they enter — an infringe-
ment on privacy and anoth-
er instance of the Board of 
Aldermen targeting Ole Miss 
students. 
While the new ordinance 
was prompted by the signs 
with crass messages, banning 
bed sheets for making signs 
makes little sense. The board 
is trying to ban students’ free 
speech without passing an 
ordinance blatantly doing so. 
Constitutionally, American cit-
izens have a right to freedom 
of speech under Article I of 
the Bill of Rights. The Board 
of Aldermen knows that if it 
passed an ordinance limiting 
the language and meaning of 
signs, a lawsuit could ensue. 
A similar act indirectly lim-
iting free speech was instituted 
in the 90s by the Ole Miss 
Associated Student Body Sen-
ate to ban sticks at sporting 
events. This was an attempt 
to keep the Confederate flag 
out of sporting events. It was a 
smart move by the ASB Senate 
but another example of lim-
iting free speech in a round-
about way. 
Some limitations on free 
speech introduced by ASB 
were necessary to bring the 
Ole Miss community togeth-
er. However, the most recent 
regulation is overbearing.
First of all, the areas where 
these signs were hung were, 
by and large, student housing 
developments. Few, if any, 
Oxford community members 
were exposed to the question-
able writings. Second, there 
are other ways for students to 
make these signs. Large paper 
sheets and basic cloth are sure 
to replace bed sheets now that 
the ordinance has been passed. 
But these are flimsy and could 
easily tear off in wind or rain 
storms, littering the housing 
developments.
If the Board of Aldermen is 
concerned with the contents of 
future signs made by spirited 
students, this ordinance is not 
the solution. It only serves 
to disproportionately target 
college students, indirectly 
limiting the free speech of 
students. 
Lauren Moses is sophomore 
accounting and political sci-
ence major from Dallas.
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OPINION
sexual assault has bleen a long 
one. Lt. Jeremy Cook, who has 
been with UPD since 2009, 
said the number of programs 
reaching out to students to 
prevent and track sexual as-
saults has risen since he joined 
the force.
“In the past, we may have 
only had four or five (reports) 
per year, but there were way 
more happening. People just 
weren’t coming in and report-
ing it because they may have 
not trusted the police,” Cook 
said. “We want to tell them, 
‘Hey, come talk to us. You can 
trust us.’ We need to know 
when it’s happening because 
we want to get the perpetrator 
off the streets if we can.”
UPD has offered sexual as-
sault prevention training and 
personal safety tips, as well as 
self-defense training for stu-
dents, since Cook joined the 
force. These programs have 
changed over time to attract 
more students and become 
more effective, according to 
Cook.
Since RASA was founded, 
there has been an increase in 
programs across campus to 
encourage reporting. These 
include UPD partnering with 
RASA, housing, Rebel Patrol, 
SafeRide and the LiveSafe app.
“We’re always looking for 
different ways to partner with 
people,” Cook said. “If they 
say, ‘Hey, can we do this with 
you all?’ we never turn them 
down.”
The numerous partnerships 
have worked, according to 
Cook.
“Victims were coming in 
willingly to talk to us, even 
if they didn’t want to press 
charges,” Cook said. “They 
were coming in willingly just 
so we could have our numbers, 
so the numbers look more like 
our population.”
Nationally, 11 percent of 
students experience sexual 
assault during their time on 
campus. Only 20 percent of fe-
male student survivors report 
sexual assault, according to 
one study.
Going forward, Ussery hopes 
to decrease the number of 
actual assaults.
“Over time, we’d love to get 
the number to zero,” she said. 
“But if it’s happening, we want 
to make sure that we get those 
resources to our students.
REPORTS
continued from page 1
DAIQUIRIS
continued from page 1
away from the “area designed 
to seat the driver and passen-
gers while the motor vehicle is 
in operation and any area that 
is readily accessible to the 
driver or a passenger while in 
their seated positions.”
For the beverage to be 
considered in a closed con-
tainer, the straw cannot poke 
through the top, so Who Dat’s 
adds a piece of blue tape over 
the lid to prevent drivers from 
being tempted to drink and 
drive.
“The law now requires 
(the drink) not to be open 
while operating a vehicle. We 
provide that information to 
everyone acquiring,” McKei-
then said.
McKeithen said they do not 
use the hard liquor that would 
usually go into a daiquiri. In-
stead, Who Dat’s uses a wine 
blend.
During Who Dat’s opening 
weekend, the establishment 
sold at least 832 daiquiris, ac-
cording to its Facebook page.
Blue Sky, a local gas station, 
put itself ahead of the curve 
by serving daiquiris to-go 
starting about two years ago.
Oxford Police Department 
Captain Hildon Sessums said 
that OPD is not treating Who 
Dat’s opening any differently 
than Blue Sky’s opening and 
will abide by the definition 
of “closed container” that is 
explained in the state law.
“It is what it is, and we’ll 
make sure to keep an eye out 
for it,” Sessums said.
  ILLUSTRATIONS: DANIEL PAYNE
  PHOTO COURTESY: KATHERINE BUTLER
Who Dat’s Drive-Thru opened last Friday in the Old Rebel Barn BBQ location.
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Should we say 'thank u, next' to Grande's new album? 
COLUMN
'Ballad of Buster Scruggs' a unique Wild West adventure
Late last year, the Coen 
brothers’ newest film, “The 
Ballad of Buster Scruggs,” 
debuted on Netflix, and 
their biggest fans should be 
overjoyed to know that it has 
everything you could hope 
for in one of their films. It’s 
unique but still reminiscent 
of some of their most iconic 
works.
The writing, directing and 
editing duo — known for 
quirky films like “The Big 
Lebowski” and cinematic 
masterpieces like “No Coun-
try for Old Men” — has creat-
ed yet another quintessential 
Coen film in “The Ballad of 
Buster Scruggs.”
This Wild West adventure 
tells its story in an unconven-
tional way, as it takes view-
ers through six chapters of 
unique characters and their 
journeys through the Amer-
ican frontier. These stories 
have a range of focuses, from 
violence to romance to com-
edy. We are given quotable 
moments in every segment 
(“Pan shot!”) while also being 
asked to try to understand 
the real meaning of each 
chapter.
One of the chapters that 
lingers in the mind the 
longest after watching this 
movie is “The Gal Who Got 
Rattled.” In this segment, we 
see the best performances 
of the film from Bill Heck as 
Billy Knapp and Zoe Kazan as 
Alice Longabaugh, along with 
the rest of their supporting 
cast members.
“The Ballad of Buster 
Scruggs,” much like other 
works by the Coen brothers, 
can be pessimistic and exis-
tential because they focus on 
negative aspects of human-
ity and the purpose of its 
existence. However, “The Gal 
Who Got Rattled” brings a re-
freshing tone to the film, as it 
introduces likeable protago-
nists whose stories intertwine 
on the Oregon Trail where 
they find love. The dialogue is 
poetic with a comedic touch 
to every line that it delivers. 
Even though it ends in trag-
edy, the relatable characters 
and engrossing story make it 
an enjoyable segment.
“The Gal Who Got Rattled” 
was easier to connect with 
than the other chapters, but 
that is the Coen Brothers’ 
goal in presenting this film. 
Every segment wants us to 
take a look at certain parts of 
humanity and ask questions.
This may not be easy to see 
upon the first watch, and as a 
result, the whole film might 
seem pointless. Chapters are 
oftentimes without definite 
plot, beginning or end. Since 
much of “The Ballad of Buster 
Scruggs” is left up to inter-
pretation, those who prefer 
resolutions in the movies 
will likely have a hard time 
enjoying it.
There is much more to 
praise about this film than 
just the interesting charac-
ters and the story. With this 
being the first film the Coen 
brothers have shot digitally, 
as opposed to using film, the 
picture looks very crisp and 
clear, but it is often labeled 
as “cartoonish.” The way this 
appearance is perceived de-
pends entirely on the prefer-
ence of the audience.
There are parts to like, 
along with parts to dislike, 
when it comes to digital 
filmmaking, but it is a change 
that gives a different kind 
of look to a narrative that 
is undeniably Coen-esque. 
Having period costumes, vast 
landscapes and close-ups 
accentuated on the screen 
is one big positive of digital 
cinematography. The digital 
shooting doesn’t hurt the film 
in any major way; it just takes 
away from the traditional 
style of filmmaking that we 
are used to seeing from the 
Coen brothers.
Overall, “The Ballad of 
Buster Scruggs” entertains 
through six different chap-
ters that take us on wild 
adventures across America’s 
frontier, and we are fortunate 
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Should we say 'thank u, next' to Grande's new album? 
COLUMN
After the Grammy-winning 
success of Ariana Grande’s 
“Sweetener,” fans were left 
waiting on the edges of their 
seats to see what the pint-sized 
pop star would do next. They 
shouldn’t be disappointed.
Her fifth studio album 
“thank u, next,” released six 
months post- “Sweetener,” 
is a pedal-to-the-metal move 
after a whirlwind of a year that 
included her split from fiancé 
Pete Davidson and the death of 
longtime on-and-off boyfriend 
Mac Miller.
Grande outlines both the 
highs and the lows of her new-
found singleness in this album 
— from the confident “break up 
with your girlfriend, i’m bored” 
to the somber “ghostin,” which 
is rumored to feature a sample 
from Mac Miller’s “2009.”
The song “in my head” is 
quintessential Grande. Though 
the beginning was a risk (a 
voicemail from best friend 
Doug Middlebrook takes up the 
first 20 seconds of the track), 
the song contains everything 
die-hard fans were hoping for 
from this album: a heavy bass 
line, her famous falsettos and 
possible jabs at Davidson.
“Here’s the thing. You’re in love with a version of a person 
you’ve created, and you are 
trying to and cannot fix (that 
person),” Middlebrook says to 
Grande. “The only person you 
can fix is yourself. This has 
gone on way too long.”
Despite three songs being 
released as singles before the 
Feb. 8 album launch, there are 
still more powerful party beats 
on the album. In “bloodline,” 
Grande uses a groovy beat and 
defines a relationship as one 
just for fun — no strings at-
tached: “Don’t want you in my 
bloodline / Just wanna have a 
good time /  Ain’t no need to 
apologize / But you’re gonna 
have to let this shit go.”
Grande’s use of samples 
on “thank u, next” should be 
commended. In addition to 
Middlebrook’s voicemail, we 
hear Wendy Rene’s “After 
Laughter (Comes Tears)” on 
“fake smile,” and Grande’s own 
grandmother recited the begin-
ning of “bloodline.”
Instead of milking her last 
album dry and touring it to 
death, Grande successfully 
crosses the bridge that “Sweet-
ener” created. With “thank u, 
next,” we’ve been given quality 
work in practically no time, 
and despite the roller coaster 
2018 was for Grande, she’s 
proven she can still give us the 
upbeat tracks we’ve come to 
love.
But the quality of “thank u, 
next” poses one question many 
are still afraid to ask: Will this 
album be Grande’s peak?
ELIZA NOE
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM
  PHOTO COURTESY: SPOTIFY
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Apply @ jobs.dominos.com OR in person!
Domino’s East 1920 University 662.236.3844  
Domino’s West (Campus Store) 1603 W. Jackson Ave 662.236.3030
NOW HIRING DRIVERS
Make $12-$18 an hour!
at BOTH Oxford locations!
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
SOLUTION TO 2.14.2019 PUZZLEACROSS
  1 Singer Braxton






17 Mrs. Dick Tracy
18  Next largest scoop 
after tea
20 Moving










37 Opera set in Egypt
38 Lock of hair
40 Director Riefenstahl
41 U-turn from NNW
42 Farrow and Hamm




48  First name in advice
49 Refine
50 Smug smile








66 Celsius, for one
67  Zaire’s Mobutu ___ 
Seka
DOWN
  1 Cheerio!
  2 Lofty poems
  3 Catbird seat?
  4 Badge
  5 Queue after Q
  6 Gap
  7 Planet’s path
  8 Big name in PCs
  9 Summer cooler






21 Sturdy wool fiber
25 Refer briefly to
26  Ascertain dimensions
27 Shatter

















52  Must’ve been 
something ___
53 Not many
55 Unit of force
56  Just manages, with 
“out”
57  Shrivelled, without 
moisture
59 Fingers
60 Dr. of rap





Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
Ole Miss students, 
alumni, faculty,  
and staff  
get 10% off  
every day!
32060
West Jackson Wine & Spirits
2570 West Jackson Ave • 662.236.3400
Ole Miss looks to extend win streak vs. Missouri
It has been a roller coaster 
ride for Ole Miss men’s bas-
ketball so far in SEC play, and 
that ride may continue this 
weekend in the matchup with 
the Missouri Tigers.
The Rebels won three 
straight games, two of which 
came against then-No. 10 
Auburn and No. 14 Mississip-
pi State, putting them in the 
top 25 for the first time since 
2013.
Then, they lost five of their 
next six, including a 21-point 
drubbing at Alabama and a 
pair of heartbreakers against 
Florida and Mississippi State 
in The Pavilion.
Following that, they once 
again won three straight 
games, with the most recent 
win being at Auburn to com-
plete a season-sweep of the 
team and add to an already 
healthy postseason resume.
Whether their winning 
streak stays alive or not is to 
be determined Saturday when 
Ole Miss welcomes Missou-
ri to town. The Tigers have 
struggled in SEC play up to 
this point with a 3-8 record. 
Most of those losses have 
been by double digits. Their 
most recent outing featured a 
close 79-78 home victory over 
Arkansas.
Ole Miss is coming off of 
what is perhaps one of its 
best defensive performances 
of the season. The Rebels held 
Auburn to its lowest-scoring 
game and lowest shooting 
percentage of the season with 
a 60-55 victory on the plains.
Auburn went into that 
game averaging more than 80 
points per game. Look for the 
Rebels to duplicate that kind 
of defensive success playing 
against a team that is last in 
the SEC in scoring. Still, it 
may be a challenge to defend 
against Missouri players like 
Jordan Geist.
Geist leads the Tigers in 
points per game, with 13.8, 
and in total assists, with 74 
on the year. Jeremiah Tilmon, 
who averages 11.2 points per 
night, is their main big body 
in the paint.
Tilmon had a dominant 
performance in their win over 
Arkansas, scoring 21 points 
to lead the Tigers. As a team, 
they average 14 turnovers a 
game. Look for Missouri to 
try and limit those against an 
Ole Miss team that creates a 
lot of them.
This past Wednesday, the 
Rebels had a few players step 
up in a big way. Devontae 
Shuler had 17 points, in-
cluding a career-high of four 
three-pointers. Zach Naylor 
hit a few key shots with five 
points in the second half. 
With Blake Hinson out with 
an illness, Ole Miss got to 
show its depth as well.
Look for Missouri to pres-
sure Davis and Tyree beyond 
the three-point line after the 
Rebels saw a season-high 13 
three-pointers fall Wednes-
day versus Auburn. However, 
Ole Miss may elect to slow the 
pace of the game like they did 
against Auburn.
This tactic proved to be 
successful, with shots made 
at the shot-clock buzzer. The 
Tigers may adopt a similar 
strategy in an attempt to sty-
mie shooters like Davis and 
Tyree.
Tipoff is set for 2:30 p.m. 
at The Pavilion, and you can 
watch the game on the SEC 
Network.
MENS BASKETBALL
  FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN
Guard Terence Davis dunks over an Auburn defender last season. The Rebels lost 79-70.
JARED REDDING
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
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The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day 
in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or 
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit: http://
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BED/3 BATH HOUSE for rent. 
1.5 miles from campus, pet friendly. 
$1100/mo. Available 8/1 (662)816-
8171 
1 BED/1BATH Across the street from 
The Hub. All appliances Washer/Dry-
er Available now $600/ mo (662)607-
2400 
CONDO FOR RENT
TURNBERRY CONDO 3 BR, 2 BA, 
Gated/ Pool. With W/ D. Internet/ Ca-
ble. $1250. Available now. 901-262-
1855 
LARGE 2 BEDROOM 2.5 bath town-
house for rent with washer/ dryer in-
cluded. Quiet atmosphere, no pets, 
close to campus. Deposit and 1 year 
lease required. Call (662)234-0000 
QUARTER CONDOS
2 BR 2 1/2 Bath $700 deposit. $900/ 
month. No pets. (901) 270-7154
FULL-TIME
PAPA JOHN’S PIZZA - Now hiring 
ALL POSITIONS. Apply at Careerspj.
com 
Ole Miss Athletics Direc-
tor Ross Bjork announced 
on Monday that 33 Ole Miss 
victories, ranging from 2010-
2016 but excluding the 2015 
season, would be vacated 
from the record books. How-
ever, now that the NCAA saga 
appears to finally be in the 
past, Ole Miss Athletics is 
ready to move forward.
Bjork made the announce-
ment that the wins would 
be vacated at the Cleveland, 
Mississippi, town hall meet-
ing in front of a small crowd. 
There, he referred to the 
vacated wins as “just a piece 
of paper,” a sentiment he 
believes many of the Rebel 
faithful share.
“It was an answer to a ques-
tion,” Bjork said. “I said it’s 
basically on a piece of paper. 
You were still there. I still 
have the goalpost from the 
Alabama game in my office; 
that’s not going away.”
When asked to elaborate 
further, Bjork went on to 
explain that striking the wins 
is more of an administrative 
penalty than anything else.
“The scores happened. 
The emotions happened. The 
players walked off the field 
celebrating,” Bjork said. “So, 
we have to change our re-
cords, our media guides. We 
can’t have any public display 
of any victories, so that’s 
what I really meant by that.”
The letter, dated Dec. 7, 
2018, was just released this 
past Monday. Once Ole Miss’s 
appeal was finalized, the 
university had until Dec. 15 to 
determine the participation, 
or lack thereof, of ineligible 
student athletes from each 
game in order to decide which 
victories needed to be vacat-
ed.
“We were going to release 
it at some point this spring, 
but at the town hall meeting 
on Monday night, somebody 
asked me about it and said, 
‘What games have to be 
vacated?’ So I went down the 
list,” Bjork said. “We had a 
reporter who was there in the 
room covering the event; he 
reported on it Monday night. 
So, we got back on Monday 
night and put the letter that 
we sent to the NCAA on the 
website.”
The letter came just days 
after National Signing Day. 
According to Bjork, it was 
important to get through the 
recruiting cycle before the 
letter was released.
“We wanted to get through 
recruiting, it’s very, very 
important for our football 
program,” Bjork said. “We’ve 
had enough distractions.”
Often the athletics depart-
ment will send out a notice to 
students and alumni on the 
day of big announcements 
such as this, however, that 
procedure was not taken in 
this instance.
“We were just gonna post it 
on the website,” Bjork said.
Bjork’s announcement 
came at the first of seven 
town hall meetings scheduled 
across the state for the month 
of February, with stops in 
Jackson, Oxford, Tupelo and 
Gulfport as well as a DeSoto 
County town hall to be held 
in Memphis. The meetings 
provide a chance for fans to 
have their questions about 
Ole Miss Athletics answered.
“We announced these town 
hall meetings a week and a 
half after the football sea-
son,” Bjork said. “We said, 
‘Let’s do it in February, right 
before the SEC Tournament 
and March Madness. Let’s 
get out there in front of the 
people to just listen and 
answer questions.’ The goals 
were very simple: listen and 
answer questions. And hope-
fully, people walk away with a 
better sense of, ‘Okay, I know 
where we’re heading.’”
Bjork’s reputation has 
seemingly taken a hit in the 
eyes of the Ole Miss faithful 
following the conclusion of 
the NCAA case. However, 
Bjork appears to be fully com-
mitted to Ole Miss’s forward 
movement.
“I really can’t speak on 
what people think about me. 
I can only do my job and 
control what I can control,” 
Bjork said. “Everything that 
I do and every decision that I 
make is in the best interest of 
the university.”
Moving forward, Ole Miss 
will look to repair the trust 
torn by the long investigation.
“Other than probation, 
which ends on Dec. 1, 2020, 
there’s really nothing else 
from a penalty standpoint. 
We’re moving forward full 
speed ahead,” Bjork said. 
“I sense, really, a renewed 
optimism among our fans, 
our coaching staff and our 
student-athletes. Let’s go 
to work. Let’s maximize the 
potential of Ole Miss.”
Ole Miss moving forward in wake of vacated wins
JUSTIN DIAL
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
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Athletic Director Ross Bjork announced on Monday that 33 Ole Miss victories would be vacated from records.
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REBS!
with a .400 average. Add in 
Michael Fitzsimmons’s .440 
average over 25 at-bats, and 
the template for an elite lineup 
is present.
The power will be provid-
ed by Thomas Dillard, Cole 
Zabowski, Chase Cockrell and 
Tyler Keenan. All four had 
at least nine home runs last 
year. Keenan was a snub for 
All-American honors after his 
freshman season, though his 
development and continued 
growth establish him as one of 
the most feared hitters across 
the country. Zabowski and 
Dillard offer the power from 
the left side that every lineup 
needs.
With sights set on a deep 
postseason run, head coach 
Mike Bianco will expect his 
offense to bash their way to 
wins.
Question Mark: Starting 
Pitching
The rotation to begin the 
season will be junior Will 
Ethridge, junior college 
transfer Zack Phillips and true 
freshman, first-round pick 
Gunnar Hoglund. If everything 
goes to plan, Ethridge will get 
the ball every Friday night this 
season. Bianco planned on 
Ethridge being the guy coming 
into the season, and Ethridge 
backed up the top billing with 
his performances in practice.
“When you look on paper, 
he’s the guy who has thrown 
the biggest innings of all the 
guys returning,” Bianco said. 
“He pitched better than any-
body on our staff from the first 
intrasquad until last weekend.”
Junior Houston Roth is the 
fourth player available as a 
weekend starter, but Bianco 
decided to leave him in the 
bullpen to start the season. He 
said he sees Roth as the player 
most capable of coming out 
of the bullpen to rescue a bad 
outing from one of the inexpe-
rienced starters.
Reliable: Parker Caracci
The midseason revelation 
that was Parker Caracci saved 
the Rebels on numerous occa-
sions a season ago. If Bianco 
needs one out or six outs 
late in a game, he can count 
on Caracci to put out fires. 
The redshirt junior has been 
tabbed by multiple publica-
tions as a preseason All-Amer-
ican. He will look to improve 
on his 10 saves as the closer.
Question Mark: Right 
Field
The one hole in the lineup 
for the Rebels is right field. 
Tim Elko has been selected as 
the right fielder to begin the 
season against Wright State. 
Another option for that slot 
is designated hitter Chase 
Cockrell. Other names to 
watch at the position are Carl 
Gindl and Anthony Servideo. 
Servideo and Jacob Adams are 
both capable second basemen, 
so Servideo can be switched to 
the outfield to cover right field 
without leaving a hole in the 
infield. With mainstays return-
ing in almost every position, 
this is going to be the battle to 
pay attention to as the season 
progresses.
BASEBALL
continued from page 1
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Connor Green throws the ball during the game against Arkansas-Pine Bluff last season. Ole Miss won the game 10-3.
